
By: Carol M. - Santa Rosa, CA
 

What’s the first thing you do when you lose your home
and all your belongings? Her answer was simple—AA

Early in my sobriety in Alameda, California, I learned that a solid foundation
is a critical element to having continuous, useful and rich sobriety. For me,
that meant solid AA Step work, early and continued, specifically on Steps
One, Two and Three. 

I always thought a solid foundation was symbolic, until 2:30 A.M. on
October 9, 2017. My wife and I learned a wildfire had reached the city of
Santa Rosa and—according to my stepdaughter—the fire had jumped the
freeway and was heading toward our home. Of course, that sounded
ridiculous. After stumbling around for about 20 minutes inside in the dark, I
went outside to a bright red sky and thick smoke. We quickly evacuated,
figuring we would come back in a few hours. 

As we were fleeing, I suddenly realized I needed to run and check on my
mother with dementia in a care home four miles away. We left with our
dogs, our sober selves and, for the most part, what we were wearing. We
didn’t know it then, but we got out just in the nick of time. We saw a video
days later and learned that by 3:00 in the morning our home was totally
gone. 

Watching the news from my mom’s care home in the next few sleepless
hours, we learned that about 1,000 homes in our neighborhood were
destroyed by this fire, all within the city of Santa Rosa. 

Central Office is still staffed
Monday-Friday - 10am-1pm

but not currently open to visitors.
Call or email if you have 

any questions.

When we returned to our neighborhood outside
Coffey Park the next day, we confirmed that ours
was one of the destroyed homes. There was nothing
left. We were literally burned down to our
foundation.

What do you do when you lose your home and all
your belongings to a wildfire? You go to an AA
meeting! And the next night, I was at one of my
regular meetings. Two days after that, I was in my
regular home group. Our meeting location was
displaced by the fire, but AA was alive in our
temporary location at the local recovery bookstore.
While only two other members at the meeting had
lost their homes, all were affected by the fire.

Our emotions were raw. We were all frightened and
horrified. We shared how we—individually and as a
group—were affected by the fire, and started
making plans to ensure the hand of AA was there for
all of us.

In the coming weeks, months and three plus years
since, I learned that my AA foundation was strong
after all. My wife and I—we met in AA and have been
together for 21 years—got to work. We did two
things:

First, she and I recommitted to one another. We
knew the road would not be easy and we were
committed to make it through together. Second, 
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Trial by Fire

828-254-8539
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NCGSC – Area 51
Treasurer 
P.O. Box 7337
Kill Devil Hills, NC 27948

NCMCO
70 Woodfin Place
Suite 206
Asheville, NC 28801 12 Step Calls – 3

General Info – 5
Family Help – 0
Meeting Info –54
Central Office Business – 37
Medical/Detox – 1 
Visitors – 0 
Answering Service – 0 
After-hours Volunteers – 35 calls   

Visits to aaNCMCO.org website: 
Unique Visitors - 1,003
Total Visits – 1,776; Visits/Visitor - 1.77
Total Pages – 30,215; Pages/Visit - 17.01

This month’s featured section is for “Getting Through
Tough Times.” Members share hopeful stories about

how they use the fellowship and the tools of the
program to get through adversity.

 
 

https://www.aagrapevine.org/
 

How ARE we "Self-Supporting?"
Suggestions & Addresses for sending 

donations to the A.A. Service structure* 
 

* From the pamphlet “Self-Support: Where Money & Spirituality Mix.”  
Recommendations for other percentages are also in the pamphlet.

 

NOTE: New address as of December 2021
for sending contributions to GSO

(see letter from GSO at the end of the newsletter for explanation) 
Call & Visitor Log

December 2021
General Service Office
Post Office Box 2407 
James A Farley Station 
New York, NY 10116-2407

District 70 Treasurer
PO Box 8574
Asheville, NC 28814-8574

District 71 Treasurer
PO Box 202
Hendersonville, NC 28793

District 80 Treasurer
197 Mountain Top Drive
Murphy, NC 28906

February Grapevine
now available!

Central Office is Still
Open/Closed

As those of you who have visited Central Office
know, it’s about the size of a walk-in closet. And it
has about the same ventilation. So, to protect
everyone involved, the Board decided to close the
office to visitors/volunteers/walk-ins until the
COVID situation clears up.

We are, however, open for business and have not
stopped providing literature, chips, medallions, and
what-not to members and groups. You can call (828-
254-8539) or email (info@ncmco.net) an order and
we’ll pack it up for pickup outside the office door (70
Woodfin Pl., Ste 206). Or we’ll ship it to you. If your
order is complicated or you need to look at things,
we can arrange a FaceTime or Zoom shopping
session. We can accept payment by check, PayPal
(including charge cards) or Venmo. Or you can put
the cash in an envelope and slip it through the mail
slot. Please include an invoice number with any
payments.

Thanks to everyone for their consideration.

On All 
AAGrapevine 
Products!
From February 1 to February 28

https://store.aagrapevine.org/
(847) 559-7327

https://www.aagrapevine.org/
https://www.aagrapevine.org/
mailto:info@ncmco.net
https://store.aagrapevine.org/


Printable In-person 
Meeting Guide

Meetings in all 3 Districts

Meetings in District 70

Meetings in District 71

Meetings in District 80

COR/Board meetings are held every
other month on the odd-numbered
months. The next combined meeting will
be Thursday, March 10, 6:00pm. 
It will again be via Zoom - Meeting ID:
757 855 2319; Passcode: 000000
All AA members are welcome to 
attend but only Group CORs may vote. 

In March we will be continuing the
discussion of how to use extra funds 
left over from last year. If your group has
any suggestions please contact Central
Office prior to the March 10th meeting:
(828) 254-8539; info@ncmco.net

For updated meeting information 
and Zoom link, check the website:
https://aancmco.org/index.php/events/

Cash on Hand
as of 12/31/2021

Prudent Reserve - 
$11,097.43

Operating Account -
$23,297.78

Rent Deposit - $400.00 
Petty Cash - $50.00

COR/NCMCO
Board Meeting

Profit & Loss YTD

Where to Find
Meetings

https://ashevilleaa.org/meetings/
https://whereandwhen.aancmco.org/
https://www.nc71.org/aameetings
http://aawnc80.com/meetings
mailto:info@ncmco.net
https://aancmco.org/index.php/events/
https://aancmco.org/index.php/events/
https://aancmco.org/index.php/meetings/
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/7578552319?pwd=a0xwK0tXMlZCRE0xTU8zMGFJZFJsdz09


Note: If you think there is a contribution missing from your group total,
please let us know. We try our best to get donations listed correctly
but we do make mistakes sometimes and list a donation under 
the wrong group.   As always, we thank you all - A.A. groups 
and individual members - for your generous support! 
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NOTE: Many events are being rescheduled. For the latest updates 
please check the specific event websites or

 https://aancmco.org/index.php/events/

5th Annual Spring Into Action Conference. February 5, 10:00am-4:30pm. New
Hope Baptist Church 3007 Beechtree Dr. Sanford, NC 27330. Purpose of the
conference is for AA members to become more effective at living and carrying
the simple AA message. See flyer for details.

58th International Women's Conference. February 10-13. NOTE: There are a
limited number of in-person registrations available. The remaining spots are
first-come, first-served so register quickly. For questions about the in-person
event, email: IWC2022SantaFe@gmail.com.  The virtual conference will run
simultaneously to the in-person event and will include opportunities to connect
with the women attending in person in the host city of Santa Fe. Four days of
closed A.A. meetings, fun and fellowship! To register, visit their website: 
https://internationalwomensconference.org/

50th Gulf Coast Roundup. February 11-13. On the Gulf Coast of Okaloosa Island 
at “The Island” 1500 Miracle Strip Pkwy SE (Hwy 98E.), Fort Walton Beach, 
FL 32548. For more information visit their website:
https://www.gulfcoastroundup.com/

Back to Basics. Four weeks in a row – February 15 and 22, March 1 and 8;
5:40pm social; meeting starts at 6:00pm. All welcome! Open to all curious about
the AA 12 Steps. AA 12-Step “Kindergarten” — Take ALL 12 steps using AA's Big
Book in four 1-hr meetings!!  In-person and/or virtual (hybrid): Meridian
Behavioral Health Services (Sylva), 44 Bonnie Lane, Sylva, NC 28779  (Bring your
Big Book); Zoom Meeting ID: 815 9164 8546, Passcode: EasyDoesIt. 
For more info, contact practicingprinciplessylvanc@gmail.com

33rd Annual “Freedom From Bondage” - Area 51 AA Corrections Conference.
March 11-13. Hampton Inn & Suites, 200 Columbus Dr, Aberdeen, NC 28315  (Just
off US 15 501 Hwy)  For more information, see flyer: https://aancmco.org/wp-
content/uploads/2021/12/FreedomFromBondage_2022.pdf
or email: corrections@aanorthcarolina.org or call: 252-813-2739

3rd Annual Appalachian Regional Roundup. March 18-20. Meadowview
Conference Resort & Convention Center, 1901 Meadowview Parkway, 
Kingsport, TN 37660. For more information visit their website:
https://www.appalachianregionalroundup.com/

Western Region Pre-Conference. April 2, 11:30am-3:30pm. Oakley United
Methodist Church, 607 Fairview Rd, Asheville, NC 28803. Come learn about and
give input on agenda items that will be discussed at the General Service
Conference. Lunch provided! See flyer for more details.

14th Annual Spring Fling Convention - “It Works If You Work It” - April 22-24.
Hilton St. Louis Airport, 10330 Natural Bridge Rd, St. Louis, MO 63134. 
314-426-5500. For more information visit their website: 
https://springflingstl.com/

NC Area 51 Conferences and Events:  https://aanorthcarolina.org 

GSO in New York: For events around the country and the world, 
as well as great articles and information, go to: https://www.aa.org/ 
and Box 459 Bulletin Board:  
https://www.aa.org/sites/default/files/newsletters/en_box459_holiday21.pdf

The Final Report from the 71st Annual General Service Conference 
is posted on the Central Office website: 
https://aancmco.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/08/71st_GSC_Final_Report.pdf

Special Meetings
and Events

Trial by Fire
(continued from page 1)

we agreed to stay positive no matter what. Fake it till
you make it! We didn’t know where the “bottom” would
be and we did not want to find out. We agreed to do
that and did it the best we could. When it got real, we
had to focus on keeping it simple and HALT (don’t get
too hungry, angry, lonely or tired). We even had to set
alarms to make sure to eat!

We started to rebuild. We moved three times during
this period, which was stressful, as it was not easy to
find a rental to take us and two big dogs, but we did
the work and turned over the outcomes. At each step
our AA friends volunteered to help, whether it was
packing a few boxes or placing plates and silverware
we started to accumulate in cupboards and drawers in
the next rental. The house “rebuild” began through
difficult fits and starts, as well as a contractor who
stole $90,000 from us! Through it all, we did what folks
in AA taught us: Keep showing up, easy does it, keep
doing the work, do the next right thing. And there we
were, three years later, in our rebuilt home.

I weep with gratitude and humility as I write this. Our
AA community is amazing—the outpouring of love and
kindness. They gave us clothes, food, even a big mug
for my nighttime tea. Treasures, yes, but the love and
caring they gave and continue to give every day is an
inspiration. 

We learned so many lessons and continue to learn. But
it was Step Three that dominated: Turning our will
over to the care of a Higher Power. While we knew we
would need plenty of will to rebuild our lives and home,
we had to let go of the outcomes, trust the process,
show up, and keep going to our AA meetings. Let the
insurance do what they needed to do. Let our
contractors do their work. Speak up when I needed to.
Had the original contractors not done the horrible
things they did to us and many others, we would not
have found the perfect contractor to rebuild our home.
We were so fortunate to find them.

So, we made it through. Amazingly, it all worked out.
My wife and I are so happy to have AA. It gave us a
foundation based on gratitude, an appreciation of the
little things—the people in our lives, the kindness we
share and how we can be of service to the next
person.

Copyright © The AA Grapevine, Inc. (February, 2022) Reprinted
with permission.

NOTE: This story was personal to me. I lived from 1992 to 2007
in the Santa Rosa, CA, area and I knew this Coffey Park
neighborhood. And while I might not know the author of this
story, I know many who were affected by this fire. And all
expressed gratitude for the AA program and fellowship. 
- Pam C., Mountain Doin's Editor

https://aancmco.org/index.php/events/
mailto:IWC2022SantaFe@gmail.com
https://internationalwomensconference.org/
https://www.gulfcoastroundup.com/
mailto:practicingprinciplessylvanc@gmail.com
https://aancmco.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/12/FreedomFromBondage_2022.pdf
mailto:corrections@aanorthcarolina.org
https://www.appalachianregionalroundup.com/
http://www.springflingstl.com/
https://aanorthcarolina.org/
https://www.aa.org/
https://www.aa.org/sites/default/files/newsletters/en_box459_holiday21.pdf
https://aancmco.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/08/71st_GSC_Final_Report.pdf
https://aancmco.org/index.php/events/
https://internationalwomensconference.org/
https://www.gulfcoastroundup.com/
https://aancmco.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/12/FreedomFromBondage_2022.pdf
https://www.appalachianregionalroundup.com/
https://springflingstl.com/
http://www.aanorthcarolina.org/
https://www.aa.org/
https://aancmco.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/08/71st_GSC_Final_Report.pdf


District 70
GSR Business Meeting – Usually held the 2nd Sunday of the month. 
The next meeting will be Sunday, February 13, 2:30pm, via Zoom - 
Meeting ID: 702 585 935; passcode: 1. For updates go to:
https://ashevilleaa.org/calendar/

District Service Committees – If you are interested in volunteering for a
committee or have questions, please attend the next GSR Business
Meeting (see above). You can also reach out to District Service
Committee Chairs to find out how you can be of service. There are even
more service opportunities than those listed here! Contact them 
through the website: https://ashevilleaa.org/contacts/

Treatment Facilities Committee – Joe L is Committee Chair. Contact
him at treatment@ashevilleaa.org to volunteer. It’s all about bringing the
message of recovery to alcoholics in treatment facilities and to set up
means of “bridging the gap” from the facility to an A.A. group. 

“Bridging the Gap” (with treatment facilities) – This is a Temporary
Contact Program, which is designed to help the alcoholic in the facility
make that transition from "inside" the program to life on the "outside". If
you are interested in volunteering for this service, please contact the BTG
Chair, Matt M, or Co-chair, Jane: bridgingthegap@ashevilleaa.org. 
For information on Bridging the Gap, visit the website: 
www.btgww.org 

Corrections Committee – At the moment, no volunteers are permitted to
go into the jails or prisons. Once allowed into facilities again, volunteers
will be needed for carrying the message of recovery to alcoholics behind
the walls. Contact the Corrections Chairs through the District 70 website
for updated information. 

Since volunteers still can't go into the facilities, Heather, the Women’s
Corrections Chair, has been looking into an inmate “pen pal” program to
write letters to women in prison. For more details, contact Heather:
corrections_women@ashevilleaa.org
They are looking for a new Men’s Corrections Chair. If interested in this
position, please attend the next GSR meeting.

The Buncombe County Detention Facility will have varying needs 
of support for AA meetings inside the jail, once meetings are 
allowed in again.  Here is a link for the volunteer application:
https://aancmco.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/Volunteer-App-
2019.pdf

Any AA member wanting to volunteer at BCDF needs to be referred or
recommended to service by a local Corrections Chairperson or current
jail volunteer. This will provide an umbrella of order and accountability
with whomever enters the building with the organization.   

CPC/PI Committee – These are two separate service committees –
“Cooperation with the Professional Community” and “Public Information” -
chaired by George M. Contact him at: cpc_pi@ashevilleaa.org
The CPC Committee visits schools, businesses and community meetings
to speak about AA. Volunteers for area events are needed for health
clinics and DUI classes to name a few.  The PI Committee provides
accurate A.A. information to the public and media when requested. 

Literature and Grapevine Committee – They are in need of a new
chairperson for this committee. The focus is to ensure that A.A. literature
and Grapevines are available to all groups, service meetings, and other
A.A. events. Through displays, supplies of A.A. catalogs and order forms,
and A.A. workshops, these volunteers help A.A. members and other
committees to carry the A.A. message through our literature. If interested
in this position, please attend the next GSR meeting.

District 71
GSR Meeting – held on the 2nd Saturday of the month. District 71 will
meet in person quarterly with the other two meetings monthly via
Zoom. The next meeting will be Saturday, February 12, 9:30am, via
Zoom – Meeting ID: 839 998 9177; Passcode 71.  Check their 
website for meeting updates and links: https://www.nc71.org/

Transylvania County Jail and the Henderson County Detention Center
are currently not allowing AA meetings to be taken into the facilities.
Come to the GSR meeting to learn about other volunteer
opportunities. 

District 80
GSR Meeting – Held quarterly. The next meeting will be Sunday, 
April 24, 1:00pm. It is currently scheduled to be a hybrid meeting with
a physical meeting place as well as Zoom capability for those
uncomfortable with in-person attendance. 
Zoom Meeting ID: 858 8507 0387; Passcode: EasyDoesIt 
The physical location will be Meridian Behavioral Health, 44 Bonnie
Lane, Sylva. All interested A.A. members are welcome to attend. 
For more information go to their website: 
http://aawnc80.com/events

There is a concern about the lack of 12-Step Call Volunteers,
especially in some of the more remote parts of Western NC.  The
Murphy Central Office only covers a small area.  And while the NC
Mountain Central Office covers all of Districts 70, 71 and 80, there is a
shortage of volunteers on the 12-Step Call list in the counties 
within District 80. If you are interested in this service call 
Central Office – 828-254-8539 – or go to website: 
https://aancmco.org/index.php/12th-step-call-volunteer/

Appalachian Community Services Center located at 91 Timberlane Rd,
Balsam, has A.A. meetings every Monday and Wednesday at 6:00pm
and every other Saturday at 5:30pm, with one volunteer allowed in per
meeting. If you would like more information about volunteering,
please contact Carl by calling or emailing Central Office: 
828-254-8539; info@ncmco.net

Murphy Intergroup Meeting – held quarterly. The next meeting will be
Thursday, April 21, 5:00pm, and will be held virtually. The
GoToMeeting ID is 543-513-261. Office business will be discussed. All
groups are encouraged to send a representative. The Murphy Central
Office is in need of volunteers in all areas!

Combined COR/NCMCO Board meeting - The next meeting will be
Thursday, March 10, 6:00pm, via Zoom - Meeting ID: 757 855 2319;
Passcode: 000000.  All AA members are welcome to attend but 
only Group CORs may vote.  

For updated meeting information check the website:
https://aancmco.org/index.php/events/

The Service Express

Does Your Group Have a New GSR or Alt GSR?
 

District Registrars keep GSO informed of group changes. Contact your
group's District Registrar by email or through the District websites:
District 70: email registrar@ashevilleaa.org or use the form at
https://ashevilleaa.org/contacts/
District 71: use the form at 
https://www.nc71.org/meeting-change-form
District 80: email webmaster@aawnc80.com
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For many years, A.A. members have celebrated their sobriety by
sending a contribution to the General Service Office. Your birthday
(or anniversary) money helps to support G.S.O.’s services to
members and groups throughout Canada and the U.S., to ensure
that the A.A. message is carried around the world. The services
that G.S.O. provides the A.A. groups cost more than $6 per
member per year. Members customarily contribute $1, $2 or even
$5 a year for each year of sobriety—others may give a penny or a
nickel a day for each day of their sobriety. You may request these
Birthday Contribution Envelopes (FR-5) from G.S.O., for yourself or 
for your group, at no charge. 
(Reprinted from Box 4-5-9 Vol. 62, No.1 / Spring 2016)

Birthday Contribution Envelopes from 
G.S.O. are available for free at Central Office.  

We also have envelopes for sending 
Birthday Contributions to the Central Office!
Stop by the Office to pick up envelopes for yourself or your group
members. Or call us (828-254-8539) and we will mail envelopes to
you.  We thank all the A.A. members and groups who donate so
generously!

Need to update 
your Group’s
anniversary list? 
Call Central Office -
828-254-8539
or send a new list to:
info@ncmco.net

The March newsletter
deadline for sending
in anniversaries and
announcements is
February 15.

Happy Anniversary!

The Birthday Plan

mailto:info@ncmco.net




NOTE: There are a limited number of in-person registrations available. 
The remaining spots are first-come, first-served so register quickly. 

https://internationalwomensconference.org/


https://www.gulfcoastroundup.com/






https://www.appalachianregionalroundup.com/


April 2, 2022 - 11:30am-3:30pm
Oakley United Methodist Church

607 Fairview Rd, Asheville, NC 28803 - Lunch Provided!!!



https://springflingstl.com/




http://www.aa.org/

